November 20, 2014
Mr. John Schroer

Commissioner of Transportation

Commissioner’s Office

James K. Polk Building, Suite 700

505 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243-2508

Dear Commissioner Schroer:
For more than four years, we have worked with TDOT concerning the problems posed by SR-115, the Alcoa Highway. Simply put, it is dangerous for us to enter and leave our neighborhood since the traffic is dense and moving rapdily during the rush hours. 

TDOT has been responsive helping with spot safety improvements making the Montlake and Maloney Road intersections safer. We are grateful for that. We have also been excited about and pleased with the cooperation between all levels of TDOT and the community in the plans for the Maloney Road to Woodson Drive section of SR 115. We like these plans.

We were shocked at the sudden announcement of a year’s delay in this project. We’ve had a chance to review your October 24 letter to the Tennessee General Assembly expressing your concern about the solvency of the general highway trust fund. It leaves us nervous about this project because we know that more than one year will be required for completion. 

Is SR-115 a safety improvement project (thus a priority) or is it a capacity expansion project? Must the basic problem of the highway trust fund be solved or are you willing to go forward when a full year’s funding is provided even if it involves influx from the General Fund?

We suffered consistent delays and finally suspension of previous plans to reconfigure Alcoa Highway in the 1990s. What we want to hear from you is an assurance that Alcoa Highway is at the top of your list and will go forward if a full year’s funding is provided. 

We are already in touch with Rep. Duncan. Please help us to understand exactly where this project stands among the priorities of your department and how this delay will be overcome. 

Thank you for your concern and we look forward to your response.   
Sincerely,
Richard W. Graf                                                                                                                                         
